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Swimming Pool Barrier Inspection Program 
 
This Swimming Pool Barrier Inspection Program has been developed by 
Blayney Shire Council following guidelines issued by the NSW Government 
and is aimed at reducing the incidence of children drowning in backyard pools. 
 
As a pool owner you are responsible for ensuring that your pool is enclosed 
and access to it is restricted to children at all times. The pool owner is also 
responsible for ensuring the pool and fencing is maintained and it complies 
with relevant Australian Standards and legislation. 
 
The purpose of the new legislation is to promote the need for regular checks 
and maintenance of pool safety barriers such as fencing. 
 
Owner and Council Responsibilities 
The Swimming Pools Amendment Act 2012 makes a number of changes to 
the Swimming Pools Act 1992 that impact on pool owners and Council. 
 
Pool Owners: 
Swimming pool owners are required to register their swimming pools on an 
online register provided by the NSW State Government. 
 
Swimming pool owners are required to self-assess and state in the register 
that to the best of their knowledge their swimming pool complies with the 
applicable standard when registering their pool. 
 
There is a penalty for owners who fail to register a swimming pool (penalty 
notice amount $220). 
 
Swimming pool owners will be required to provide a valid Swimming Pool 
Compliance Certificate before being able to sell or lease a property with a 
pool. Accredited certifiers under the Building Professionals Act 2005 may 
conduct swimming pool inspections initiated by the owner. 
 
Council: 
Councils are required to: 
• Develop and implement a swimming pool barrier inspection program in 

conjunction with their communities. 
• Report annually on the number of pool inspections undertaken and the 

level of compliance. 
• Inspect pools associated with tourist and visitor accommodation and multi-

occupancy developments at three year intervals. 
• At the request of the pool owner, inspect pools prior to sale or lease. 
• Issue compliance certificates after an inspection which finds a pool barrier 

compliant with the requirements of the legislation. Compliance certificates 
are valid for three years. 

• A swimming pool subject to an occupation certificate is exempt from an 
inspection program for three years from the date of issue of the occupation 
certificate. 
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• Councils may inspect any swimming pool that is the subject of a complaint 
to the Council. 

• Council powers of entry will be consistent with the Local Government Act 
1993. 

• Councils may charge a fee for each inspection undertaken. 
 
Implementation 
The Swimming Pool Barrier Inspection Program will be implemented by: 
• Council officers carrying out inspections of swimming pools associated 

with tourist and visitor accommodation and multi-occupancy developments 
at three year intervals as required by legislation. 

• At the request of the pool owner, inspect pools prior to sale or lease. 
• Issue compliance certificates after an inspection which finds a pool barrier 

compliant with the requirements of the legislation. Compliance certificates 
are valid for three years. The fee for compliance certificates will be the 
same as the fee set annually by Council in the Management Plan. 

• Council will inspect any swimming pool that is the subject of a complaint to 
the Council. 

• Council fees for compliance certificates and inspection will be established 
annually through the management plan process. 

 
This Swimming Pool Barrier Inspection Program may be modified from time to 
time following review by Council. 
 
Any questions in relation to this document may be directed to Council’s 
Building and Development Officers during office hours. 
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BLAYNEY SPORTS COUNCIL MEETING 20TH FEBRUARY, 2014 
 
Meeting commenced 5.30pm. 
 
Present:  David Kingham (Chair, Blayney Council), Shane Oates (Blayney 
Council), Cheryl Rutherford (Junior Tennis, Heritage Schools), Adam Hornby 
(Senior League), Rosemary Reid (Senior Tennis), Justina Harrett (Carcoar 
Pony Club), Phil Nankivell,(Show), Bob Stanbridge (Cricket), Trevor Jones 
(Harness Club), Jodi Spencer (Central West Dressage Group), Tanya 
Stammers (Netball), Peter Wakem (Swimming Club), Rodney Corbett (Junior 
Soccer), Michael Tyrrell (Golf Club), Craig Gosewisch (Rugby Union), Kristine 
Hobby (Netball), Matt Lewis (Little Athletics), Robyn Wallace (St. Joseph’s 
School), Karen Webster (Carcoar Pony Club). 
 
Apologies:  Lisa O’Born (Junior League), Grant Baker(Blayney Council), 
Rebecca Anderson (MIllthorpe Tennis), Tom Williams (Acclimatisation 
Society, Chris Smith(Heritage Country Schools), Rachelle Ellen (MIllthorpe 
Junior Soccer), Bryce Toohey (Rugby Union). 
Moved P. Nankivell, seconded A. Hornby that apologies be accepted. 
Carried. 
 
Minutes of Previous Meeting: Moved R. Corbett, seconded A. Hornby that 
minutes be corrected to: “Christine Smith elected as Minutes Secretary, Grant 
Baker remains secretary of Sports Council.”  Moved P. Nankivell, seconded 
M. Tyrrell that corrected minutes be accepted. Carried. 
 
Correspondence:  Public Reserves Management Fund Program – Blayney 
Showground to apply for funding for gravel road, re-ceiling pavilion and a 
covered equestrian arena. Moved R. Reid, seconded J. Spencer. Carried. 
 
Council Reports:  Concept Plans for King George Oval, Redmond Oval and 
Blayney Showground. 
P. Wakem asked why these plans were to be discussed when the Sports 
Council’s priority has been the Napier Oval toilet block. R. Corbett moved, P. 
Wakem seconded that  Sports Council  ask Blayney Council for a 
comprehensive update of Napier Oval toilet block including Sport and 
Recreation grant applications and how much money is available for this 
building. Is Council aware that within two months over 100 children will 
be using this facility on a weekly basis.  Carried. 
 
The meeting noted that cleaning costs of sporting facilities were read. Moved 
R. Reid, seconded R. Corbett. Carried. 
 
Application for Grey Hound Hand slipping facility:  Councilor S. Oates spoke 
against this proposal on maintenance and welfare grounds. There are facilities 
in Bathurst and Orange. If proposal accepted Blayney Council would have to 
bear the cost of insurance. Moved P. Nankivell, seconded P. Wakem that 
as there is no general benefit for the wider community Sports Council 
will not support this application.  Carried. 
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Carcoar & District Pony Club proposal for horse yards at Blayney 
Showground: If approved, Pony Club would bear the cost as they have funds 
available. Concerns: Risk of injury to animals; damage to Harness Racing 
stables – T. Jones worried that a distance of 3.6m is not enough. Moved 
Hattie, seconded A. Hornby that Sports Council recommends in 
principle the concept of 24 permanent day yards while noting concerns 
of Harness Racing Club, Dressage Club and Show Society’s in relation 
to drainage.  Carried. 
 
Little Athletics Long Jump Upgrade application:  Little Athletics has $4,000 to 
install long jump runways.  Moved M. Lewis, seconded J. Spencer that 
Sports Council approve application.  Carried. 
 
King George Oval Seating: Council has received a $16,000 grant for King 
George Oval which will be used to replace seating. 
 
Blayney Netball has requested to use part of King George Oval for a family 
fun day to raise money to send teams to the State Age Carnival. Moved A. 
Hornby, seconded R. Reid that subject to negotiation with other users 
regarding dates Sports Council approves the request.  Carried. 
 
Delegate Reports 
 
Rugby Union: Pay $1,680 fees to council and would like to know why the 
whole amount has to be paid straightaway. 
R.U. has issues with Council replacing seating – they would prefer money to 
be spent on Napier Oval toilets. They are in discussion regarding a clubhouse. 
Golf Club:  Installing Solar to reduce electricity bills. 
Kurt Fernley is willing to open and be guest speaker at Sports Council Dinner 
which will raise funds for the Golf Club. Date still to be decided and will be 
held at either the Golf Club or Community Centre depending on numbers. 
Junior Soccer: Starts 26th April, with non comp 3rd May and ends in 
September. They anticipate about 100 players. 
Swimming Club:  59 members, pool going well but 1 block is not in use. 
Senior League: Kick off Friday 28th in West Wyalong. Broadcast box windows 
at King George need cleaning. 
Netball: Starts 3rd May with about 100 members. Will be sending 5 rep teams 
to State Age this year. 
Central West Dressage: Arena has not been started yet. Have just run a four 
day event in Orange. First comp will be in March at the showground. 
Harness Racing:  Meetings 23rd February and 9th March. Track looks good. 3 
women’s and a men’s toilet out of action. 
Senior Cricket: Going well. Pitch at King George looks good. 
Show Society: Pays Council $1,200 for a one day show. 
Grounds have been mowed. 
All toilets in old block need replacing. Can Council give Show Society a quote 
for new toilets so the show can pay for work? 
Slab is down for new shed and will be ready for show – have applied for 
rebate for development application. 
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Pony Club:  A successful club with 60 members which meets 12 months a 
year. 4 members will represent zone at State Show Jumpers. A collection 
service is needed for garbage bins. As there is a no smoking policy at the 
Showground more signs are needed. 
Senior Tennis: Going well with about 60 members. 3 comps and 1 social day 
each week. 
St. Joseph’s School: Has 120 students and has issues with low numbers of 
children swimming in the carnival. Perhaps active after school sport 
swimming? 
Little Athletics: 170 members with a good roll up every week. 
Congratulations to Zoe Lewis representing Blayney at State Carnival. 
Junior Tennis: About 60 members. Friday comp going well with another 2 
night comps each week. 
 
General Business 
 
Blayney Senior Football Club seeks representation. Moved R. Corbett, 
seconded R. Reid that Roger Clark on behalf of Senior Football (Soccer) 
be included in Sports Council. Carried. 
 
A. Hornby suggested we invite the Mayor and General Manager to meetings. 
 
Meeting closed 7.30pm 
 
 
Next Meeting Thursday 15th May 
 

   
 


